
Definitions 

What Turning Point Is 

 
 

 Support Recovery (aka Stable and Transitional Living Residence): “Supportive 
residential programs are suitable for people who require low-moderate intensity of services. 
They meet the needs of individuals who are preparing to enter residential treatment or those 
who have left more intensive residential treatment but who require additional stabilization and 
support to reintegrate into the community. They are also suitable for individuals who do not 
require intensive residential treatment, but who need a safe, supportive environment, away 
from their usual living situation, to deal with their substance use. 

Supportive residential programs provide safe, substance-free accommodation and a level of 

support appropriate for longer-term recovery from problematic substance use. Typically, 

supportive residential programs are less intensive than residential treatment. Support is 

generally provided through a combination of peer mentoring, group work and structured 

activities. Some programs also offer individual counselling from qualified staff. Supportive 

residential programs focus on education and life-skills training that will help the participant to 

reintegrate successfully into the community. Individuals in supportive residential programs 

may also access outpatient centres or day treatment programs and other community 

services and supports, including mutual aid groups.” 

Staff is onsite 24 hours a day. Turing Point is licensed under the Community Care and 

Assisted Living Act and is subject to regular inspections. 

From: BC Service Model and Provincial Standards for Adult Residential Substance Use Services 

 
What Turning Point Isn’t 
 
 

 Halfway House: “A halfway house is a place to allow convicted criminals to begin the process 

of reintegration with society, while still providing monitoring and support; this is generally 
believed to reduce the risk of recidivism or relapse when compared to a release directly into 
society. Halfway houses are meant for reintegration of persons who have been recently 
released from jail or a mental institution.”  
 
 

 Detox Center: Detoxification clinics attempts to reduce the physical effects of withdrawal from 
an addictive substance, often using prescription drugs as part of treatment. A detox center is 
usually an in-patient program that can carefully monitor patients’ progress and attend to their 
needs during the difficult process of initial withdrawal. Detox centers provide medical care. 
 
 

 Shelter: An emergency shelter is a place for people to live temporarily when they cannot live 
in their previous residence, similar to homeless shelters. The main difference is that an 
emergency shelter typically specializes in people fleeing a specific type of situation, such as 
natural or man-made disasters, domestic violence, or victims of sexual abuse. A more minor 
difference is that people staying in emergency shelters are more likely to stay all day, except 
for work, school, or errands, while homeless shelters usually expect people to stay elsewhere 
during the day, returning only to sleep or eat. Emergency shelters sometimes facilitate support 
groups, and/or provide meals. 

 
 

 Unlicensed/ Unregulated Group Home (aka “Flop House”): Unregulated/unlicensed 
recovery houses with minimal services and no official oversight or regulation 

 


